
The Gospel of John: Chapters 17 -21 
Christ’s High Priestly Prayer, Passion, Death, & Resurrection 

Christ’s High Priestly Prayer after Last Supper Chapter 17 
After the 3 chapter discourse/lecture that Jesus gives his apostles on the night of that Last Supper, 
Chapter 17 is Jesus pled to the Heavenly Father. We see the unity between the Father & Son and that 
Jesus divinity is in full union with the Father. There is not a separation between Father & Son, rather 
they are “one”, as the Father is in the Son and the Son is in the Father (v20) 
 
Chapter 17 can be broken down into three parts: Prayers of offering up His Hour (v1-5), Prayers on be 
behalf of his disciples & followers (v6-19), and Prayers for the unity of the Church (v20-26).  These 
prayers are structured around keywords and ideas that have been present from the beginning of the 
Gospel. Examples; Fulfillment of hour in verse 1, verse 14 unites the Johannine understanding of Word & 
World. Unity of the Father and Son in verse 23, and self-revelation of the Word in verse 26. 
 
Parts of Chapter 17 are frequently read at ordinations, marriages, and funerals. It is fill with Christ’s 
prayer for his Church.  
 
The Arrest of Jesus, Peter’s Denial, Pilate’s Frustration Chapter 18 
After his High Priestly Prayer in the Garden Judas betrays Jesus and gets several Jewish soldiers 
to hauled Jesus off on behalf of the Chief Priest.  The Passion narrative opens very differently 
than what is read Matthew, Mark, and Luke in that it appears Jesus is letting all of this happen to 
him because it must be fulfilled. Jesus Knows this is about to happen and gives his last I AM 
statement by professing that he is who they say that he “is.” John notes that Peter is the one 
who cuts off the slave’s ear, but does not say that Jesus’ healed the slaves ear. Although 
somewhat inconsistent with the other Gospels, John does not add another miracle in the Book 
of Glory, the only miracle in the Book of Glory is the Resurrection. 
 
John, although does not name himself, does give some self revelatory information in verse 15. 
Apparently the High Court knows John, and presumably his brother James, and thus we know 
that Zebedee had a connection with the High Priest.  
 
Peter’s denial acts as a foil to Jesus’ affirmation. Jesus says “I AM” and Peter says “I AM NOT”.  
 
John paints the situation in a way where the Jews really wanted Jesus dead. However, they were 
not willing to defile themselves. They principle of “the enemy of my enemy of my friend” applies 
here, insofar as that the Jews were not the biggest fans of the Romans, however they needed 
Pilate to do the work for them, because they did not want to defile themselves. Pilate knew that 
he was being used and seems annoyed that they bothered him. Because Pilate is annoyed and 
trying not the get involved, in his dialogue with Jesus it is by no means a trail. Jesus is very much 
in charge of the conversation, and curtly answers his questions.  Jesus, himself a Jew, is not 
going to “step in it” and thus controls the conversation.  Pilate’s response of “what is Truth” is 
ironic, given that the Roman Empire eventually falls due to their acceptance of Christ.  
 
 



Jesus is shown to the Mob, taken to Golgotha, talks to John & Mary, and Dies Chapter 19 
In a stroke of irony, Jesus is scourged and hit as they acknowledge him as “King of the Jews.” Pilate, 
although frustrated, still does not necessarily want to appease the Jewish leaders.  When he presents 
Jesus to be freed, they yell “Crucify Him!” and Pilate essentially tells them to do it themselves. Jews will 
not because of the law, and thus they try to black mail Pilate by saying that he is no friend of Caeser. 
This presentation affirms what is conveyed in Matthew Gospel, where the crowd does not shout “Crucify 
Him!” but rather “Let Him be Crucified.” This grammatical difference can infer the distinction between 
murder by rage and premediated murder. They wanted Jesus dead, this was not new, they had been 
planning this from the very beginning.  
 
In Pilate’s acknowledgement of Jesus as King of the Jews, with the sign that hangs above the cross,  he is 
acknowledging something about Jesus and the Jews, that the Jews themselves have yet to realize. It is 
fitting after this that John tell us that Jesus gave him, His mother. John now represents the whole 
Church, all of those who believe (both Jew & non-Jew), and Mary, the woman, is no longer just Jesus’ 
mother but now the Mother of all those who believe.  
 
The Resurrection and Doubting Thomas Chapter 20 
Mary Magdalene comes the tomb first. This is key because it parallels the 7th sign in the book of Sign. If 
Mary Magdalene is Martha’s sister, during the raising of Lazarus Martha went first to Jesus, at Jesus 
resurrection Mary went first. At Lazarus tomb Martha was dumbfounded and thought that surely it 
would smell. At Jesus resurrection Mary is dumbfounded and thinks Jesus is the gardener.  
 
John gives us insight in the his relationship with Peter. He clearly tells us that he ran faster than Peter 
(perhaps an indication of their respective closeness to Jesus), however John tells us that he let Peter go 
in first. A direct acknowledgement of the principle role that Peter has having been given the keys.  
 
Following the resurrection, in the upper room, Jesus appears and Thomas is absent. Thomas gets 
frustrated and says that he will not believe unless he puts his finger in Jesus’ hand. Jesus appears and 
Thomas says “My Lord and my God.” Jesus tells him almost exactly what he told the Roman official in 
Chapter 4 “ you have believed because you have seen. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet 
believed.” 
 
The chapter ends with a formal closing of John saying Jesus did so many more works that cannot be 
contained in this book. This is the formal ending of John’s Gospel.   
 
The Epilogue- Chapter 21 



 
 
 

 


